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13/9/1873 
He was born in Berlin, where his 
father served as prime secretary 
of the Othman Embassy. 



1886-1891 

He studies in Brussels 
In his school there is not the subject of Latin. 
Because of the absence of this subject, later, 
when he was 40 years old, he begins to study 
systematically, in his free time, ancient Greek 
and Latin. 



Twice during his time at this 
school Constantin won a 
prize as the best mathematics 
student in Belgium. 



1898-1900 

He attends the military school of Belgium and he 
becomes engineer. 

1891-1896 

He is appointed as an engineer in British Colonial 
Service and works in the construction of Asyut. 

The period of floods he is dedicated in the study of 
mathematics. He measures the main entrance of Cheops’ 
Pyramid and his work is published in Brussels in 1901.  



1900 

His folks are distracted with his decision. Friends 
(as M. Dragoumis kai D. Vikelas) criticize his 
decision. He is supported in his decision only by 
his uncle Alexandros Carathéodory Pasa. 

He decides to leave his profession as an engineer 
and study mathematics. 



1900-1902 
He studies Mathematics in the University of 
Berlin. 
He participates in Schwartz’ Colloquium. After 
Colloquium participants go to a rathskeller and 
read scriptures from Schwarz’ works. 
Carathéodory understands that the understanding 
of general theories presupposes the 
understanding of specific examples. 

In those ages science in German Universities 
were not at all applied. 



1902 
He leaves for Göttingen. 

He meets Zermelo, Max Born and Blumenthal. 
Carathéodory describes the city as the capital of an 
international conference being continuously in a 
session. 
Hilbert has already published a formalistic interpretation 
of mathematics, declining an oncologic foundation. 
Mathematical expressions are released from any semantic 
function and does not have any other status except 
syntactic. Later Carathéodory will criticize Klein from 
this perspective. 



1904 
He gains PhD. 

The title of his dissertation is: 
“Ueber die diskontinuirlichen Lösungen in der 
Variationsrechnung“ 

He asks to work at Greece. 

The answer of the officials is that he can work only 
as a teacher of a primary school. 



1905-1908 

He follows the advices of Klein and 
stays at Göttingen, where he starts to 
teach. 



1913 
He is elected as professor of the University 
of Göttingen, succeeding Klein. 

He is intended as member of the Editorial team 
of the journal Mathematische Annalen. He 
remains in the Editorial team until 1928, that is 
until the confrontation Hilbert - Brouwer, which 
ended with the breakup of the old Editorial team. 



1914 (A’ World War) 

Carathéodory does not sign the 
declaration of 1.347 intellectuals which 
aimed at moral vindication of the 
expansionary policy in Germany. 



1914 

He introduces the formalistic measure 
theory with his work 
"Über das lineare Mass von 
Punktmengen 

– 
eine Verallgemeinerung des 
Längebegriffs". 



1914-1915 

He writes his book “Vorlesungen über reelle 
Funktionen” 

This book was one of the reasons that Hilbert, 
Klein, Landau and Runge nominated 
Carathéodory as corresponding member of the 
academy of Göttingen. 



1916 
Einstein asks Carathéodory for the proof of Hamilton – 
Jacobi relation and an exposition of normal 
transformations and especially the solution of the 
problem of closed curves of time. 

The commutation of scientific views was something 
conventional among colleague. So we must not ascribe 
to them an mythological reading, as it is done today (at 
least in Greece). 



1918 

In his work “Die Bedeutung des Erlanger 
Programms” Carathéodory acknowledge Klein’s 
conduciveness on the ascendancy of the danger 
of splintering off science caused by exceeding 
specialization. 

He leaves Göttingen. 
He is appointed as professor at the University of Berlin. 



1920 

Venizelos seek for contact with intellectuals 
as Nikos Kazantzakis, Manolis 
Triantafillidis, Alexandros Delmouzos and 
Dimitris Glinos to apply his liberal 
educational program. In 1919 he meets 
Carathéodory in Paris. 



He accepts Venizelos’ offer and he και 
undertake the organization of Ionian 
University in Smyrna. 

He is appointed as Professor of 
Analytic and Upper Geometry at 
the University of Athens. 



Venizelos is defeated in elections and 
Carathéodory is discharged by the new Minister 
of Education. 

The reform of 1919 is canceled and Glinos, 
Delmouzos and Triantafillidis are characterized 
as nationally dangerous persons. 



1922 

Carathéodory knows that Greek policy and 
campaign will be a fiasco, but he continues with 
his plan for the organization of Ionian University 
with contemplation. 



His bureau at the University of 
Smyrna. 



Some days before Minor Asia catastrophe the 
new University was ready to accept the first 
students. 

Carathéodory  leaves Smyrna with the 
last Greek ship, after he ships the 
books and a part of University’s 
organs. 



Later Carathéodory writes to van der 
Waerden’s wife: “the most important 
for your husband is to return to his 
work with mathematics as soon as 
possible. After Smyrna’s catastrophe 
this was the only thing that kept my 
head above water”. 



1922-1924 

He was professor at the University of 
Athens. 

The offering of the teaching of the lesson of 
elementary mathematics to one of the most 
brilliant physiognomies of mathematics shows the 
meanness of the professors of the Department of 
Mathematics of that ages. 



1924 

He is appointed professor at the University 
of Munich 

Leaving Athens he leaves a 
situation that he understood as 
derogation to his personality. 



1928 

He accepts an invitation from the 
University of Harvard and American 
Mathematical Society, and he visits 
USA giving lectures at various 
American universities. 



1930 

Venizelo’s government wants to 
reorganize Greek Universities and asks 
Carathéodory to accept this task. 



1931 

He accepts the tutorship of the University 
of Athens. 

One of the points Papandreou’s reform was 
criticized was the abolition of the 
University’s autonomy. Indeed 
Carathéodory had accepted a dignity 
without been elected from University’s 
community. 



1932 
He abdicates from tutor and returns to 
Germany. 



1933 
(Hitler became chancellor of Germany) 

Carathéodory is characterized as a professor of 
“Arian” origin. At the questioner Nazi enforce he 
notes that his nationality is German, but at his 
birth was Turkish. As his, and his family’s, 
religion he denotes the greek-catholic. His 
answer to the questions if he was member of the 
Communist Party or the Union for Human 
Rights was the world Fehlanzeige. 



1934 

Carathéodory, Perron and Tietze are considered 
in sector II of the Department of Philosophy as 
“Nazi’s incorrigible opponents”. 

Carathéodory attacks Nazi students who 
boycotted a Sommerfeld’s lecture about 
relativity. 



1936 

Carathéodory after clearing of German 
Universities accepts his assignation as 
representative of German mathematicians 
worldwide. 

An explanation of this acceptance would 
be the agony that, with Nazis, all contacts 
of German mathematicians with their 
foreign colleagues would be interrupted. 



1943 

Nazi Party forbids Carathéodory to 
travel to Finland after an invitation 
of the Finish Mathematical Society. 



1945 
(2nd World War Ends) 

Carathéodory seeks for a cooperation with 
Americans in Bavaria, to refine his life, to meet 
again his daughter and to worm over contacts 
with his colleagues worldwide. 



1950 

He writes to Zermelo: “I can work and I have 
announced a lecture for next summer… Except 
us two only Thorschreiber remains from our 
fellowship”. 

In February 2 of the same year he dies. 
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